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ambassador to the U. S. 1941, and recalled to
Russia in Aug., 1943.

Liver. The liver is the largest gland in the
body, weighing nearly four pounds, and meas-
uring about eleven inches in transverse diam-
eter. Its upper surface is convex, and lies in
contact with the diaphragm above; while its
lower surface is concave, arching over and
touching the stomach, intestines, and right
kidney. In shape the liver is irregular, being

one of the anterior fissures lies the gall-
bladder, a pear-shaped membraneous sac
about four inches in length and one inch in
breadth at its widest part. The blood supply
of the liver is complicated.

Amongst the functions of the liver are the
elaboration and the storing up of certain
products of digestion which are brought to
it by the portal vein. This large venous
trunk is built up by the union of the intestinal
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The Docks at Liverpool.
Liverpool nas 65 docks, with a water area of 600 acres, and 22 graving docks.

thickest from above downwards upon the
right side, and extending in wedge fashion
towards the left. It is also thicker posteriorly
and presents in front a thin edge which is
marked by a deep notch. The right lower
border corresponds with the margin of the
ribs, but its position varies to some extent
with the movements of the diaphragm, to
which the liver is attached by ligaments,
formed by folds of the peritoneal covering,
which also dips into the fissures. Five fissures
on the under surface of the organ divide it
into a corresponding number of lobes, and in

veins which contain blood charged with food
extractives, and reaching the liver it rami-
fies like an artery within the substance oi
that organ. Until comparatively recent years
the chief function of the liver was supposed
to be the production of bile. Bile is now re-
garded more as an excretion than a secretion,
being a by-product formed by the liver cells
in the course of manufacture of more im-
portant compounds. Receiving as it does the
blood from the alimentary canal, the liver
subjects the food to a second digestion, and
while transmitting through the hepatic veins